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Prof. Dr. Stefan Wurster
Professorship of Policy Analysis

Creating a positive learning environment, ad-
dressing the specific needs of learners, and 
infecting students with enthusiasm. In doing 
so, we try to inspire our students through 
teaching to analyze and address pressing 
challenges at the interface of democracy and 
sustainability.  

(For this Prof. Dr. Stefan Wurster has been honored with the TUM 
Certificate of Excellence in Teaching 2024.)



About

Projects

NEW Notwendiges Korrektiv oder bedenkli-
che Fessel? Die Effekte der Schuldenbremse 
auf die Politiken der deutschen Bundeslän-
der (Prof. Dr. Stefan Wurster PI), funded by 
the Arbeitskammer des Saarlands (€90.000, 
together with Prof. Dr. Felix Hörisch)

NEW Urban-Digitainability Lab (Prof. Dr. Ste-
fan Wurster PI), funded by the Stiftung Mer-
cator (in cooperation with the TUM Think 
Tank).

Sustainability, democracy, and emerging 
technologies—How can democracies ad-
vance sustainable development, and what 
role do future technologies play in this? How 
is it possible in democracies to implement 
sustainable political solutions, even against 
resistance, to survive in regime competition 
with autocracies in the long term? Which go-
vernance and control instruments should be 
used to advance future technologies in po-
licy areas such as digital, environmental, or 
energy policy? What role do political actors 
such as parties, associations, or NGOs play 

in implementing innovative and sustainable 
policies?  

To be able to answer these and similar 
questions, we at the Professorship of Policy 
Analysis deal with the challenges of sustai-
nable policy design at international, national, 
and municipal levels, with comparatively de-
signed policy field analyses in the fields of 
innovation, digital, environmental and energy 
policy, with regime comparisons between 
democracies and autocracies, as well as 
with new forms and instruments of gover-
nance of future technologies.

Research Associates
Dr. Ahmed Maati · Thomas M. Klotz · 
Felix Kurz · Andreas Marx ·  
Helene von Schwichow

Team Assistant
Simona-Mirela Iacentiuc
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Selected Publications

Editorial responsibility of the “Zeitschrift für 
Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft” as co-
chief editor (Prof. Dr. Stefan Wurster) and ma-
naging editor (Dr. Ahmed Maati).

Elected member of the “steering committee” 
of the new ECPR Research Network digital 
authoritarianism (Dr. Ahmed Maati).

Elected Speaker of the DVPW working group 
“Digitalization” (Helene von Schwichow).

Doctoral Representative of the School of So-
cial Sciences & Technology, TUM (Dr. Ahmed 
Maati).

Academic Engagement

Bukchin-Peles, Shira; Wurster, Stefan; Justo-
Hanani, Ronit and Kurz, Felix: Understanding 
Regulatory Preferences for Gmos and Nano-
technology: A Cross-Country Analysis of Pu-
blic Opinion in the USA, Israel, and Germany. 
SSRN 2024.

Eikeland, Per Ove; Wurster, Stefan; Radtke, 
Jörg and Köhler-Tschirschnitz, Christina: Ger-
man “Energiewende” and the Role of the EU 
- are Misfits an Achilles Heel of the Energy
Transition in Germany? SSRN 2024.

Von Schwichow, Helene; Gelantia, David; 
Schwanholz, Julia; Wurster, Stefan and Zei-
germann, Ulrike (forthcoming): Social Sustai-
nability and Smart Cities: Towards a socially 
sustainable and digital urban transformation.

Zönnchen, Benedikt; Böhm, Charlotte; von 
Schwichow, Helene; Socher, Gudrun and 
Wurster, Stefan: Empowering Interdisciplina-
ry Expertise: Evaluating the Impact of Cha-
lange-Based Learning on AI and Sustainabi-
lity Literacy in Higher Education. EDULEARN 
Proceedings (Empowering Interdisciplinary 
Expertise), IATED, 2024, 5998-6007.

NEW Impact Measurement within the Urban 
Digitainability Lab (UDL), funded by the Mer-
cator Foundation, at the TUM Think Tank.

Evaluation of the challenge-based learning 
format “sustAInability”, funded by the Bava-
rian Research Institute for Digital Transfor-
mation (bidt; Helene von Schwichow).

Established partnerships with several cities 
in Germany for an in-depth impact research 
and consultation process related to Smart 
Cities (Andreas Marx).



Public Visibility and Outreach

Organization of the Online Launch Event of 
the Urban Digitainability Lab, with over 100 
participants (Helene von Schwichow; And-
reas Marx).

Moderated a panel at TUM Sustainability 
Day: “Beyond the Hype: How can we use AI 
to work towards sustainability goals and co-
design more ecological and social technolo-
gies?” (Helene von Schwichow).

Conducted approximately 15 meetings with 
professionals and city experts to explore 
collaboration opportunities in Smart Cities 
research (Andreas Marx).

Expert interview: The role of small parties in 
Bundestag elections (Süddeutsche Zeitung, 
12 December 2024; Thomas M. Klotz).

Expert interview: On the breakdown of the 
German Ampel government (Denìk, Czech 
newspaper, 9 November 2024; Thomas M. 
Klotz).

Expert interview: On the role of small parties 
in the Bundestag elections (Süddeutsche 
Zeitung, 12 December 2024; Thomas M. 
Klotz).

Prof. Dr. Stefan Wurster honored with the TUM Certificate of Excellence in Teaching 2024 | Source: Private



Céline Lauer successfully defended her dis-
sertation: “Energy Transition in Bavaria: Cau-
ses of the Divergences between Goals and 
Implementation” (first supervisor Prof. Dr. 
Stefan Wurster). 

Teaching the Master seminar “sustainability” 
in collaboration with Muc.Dai (Hochschule 
München), participation in the nationwide 
university competition Digital Future Challen-
ge, Winter 24/25 (Helene von Schwichow).

Conceptualizing and teaching a new Bache-
lor model, “digital authoritarianism” (Dr. Ah-
med Maati).

Teaching, Review and Advisory Activities

Lectures · Workshops · Conferences

Several events at the DVPW general confe-
rence at Göttingen (Prof. Dr. Stefan Wurster, 
Dr. Ahmed Maati, Thomas M. Klotz).

“Social-Ecological Transformation in Ger-
man Cities” (Panel), re:publica 2024, Berlin 
(Helene von Schwichow).

“How Sustainable is the Digital city: A com-
parison of smart city strategies in Germany,”  
(Conference presentation), Law, Regulation 
and Technology Conference, Erasmus Uni-
versity, Rotterdam, Netherlands (Helene von 
Schwichow).

“How sustainable is the digital city: A com-
parison of smart city strategies in Germa-
ny” (Conference presentation), Global Goals 
Conference, Utrecht University, Netherlands 
(Helene von Schwichow).

“Sustainable Smart Cities in Germany: Ana-
lysis of strategies with a focus on social 
sustainability” (Conference presentation), 
9th NEST Conference, Norway (Helene von 
Schwichow).

Technology, Data, and Policy Conference, 
MIT - Cambridge Massachusetts (Felix Kurz).

Students of the sustAInability seminar winning the nation wide Digital Future Challenge  | Source: Digital Future Challenge



Special Achievements

Following a positive evaluation of the tenure 
track assistant professorship of Policy Ana-
lysis, Prof. Dr. Stefan Wurster has been appo-
inted as a university professor in a tenured 
position effective 1 April 2024, at the Tech-
nical University of Munich, with appointment 
to the civil service at the rank of W3 (Asso-
ciate Professor).

Prof. Dr. Stefan Wurster has been awarded 
the TUM Certificate of Honour for Excellence 
in Teaching for his outstanding commitment 
to teaching. The certificate, which regularly 
honors exceptional lecturers, was presented 
by TUM Deputy President Prof. Dr. Gerhard 
Müller at the TUM Teaching Symposium.

Isabella Waldorf, an alumna of the Politics 
& Technology degree program, received the 
third prize of the Heureka Student Award at 
heureka’24 in Stuttgart. The Heureka Founda-
tion for Environment and Mobility honors outs-
tanding Master’s theses dedicated to issues 

in mobility in connection with environmental 
aspects of using optimization methods (first 
supervisor Prof. Dr. Stefan Wurster).

Students of the Digital Future Challenge “Re-
sponsible AI” seminar won the first, second, 
and fourth prizes in the nationwide university 
competition “Digital Future Challenge” (lec-
turer Helene von Schwichow).

Prizes and Awards 

Certificate Presentation with TUM Vice President Dr.-Ing. Alexander Braun | Source: Private
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